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25 April 1974 


TO: Mr. William E. Colby 
SUBJECT: Mr. John A. MeCone's files 


When Mr. McCone retired on 28 April 1965, he ordered 
two four~drawer safes of his files sequestered. He chose 
to follow a precedent whereby comnissioners of the AEC 
could sequester their personal papers. 


On 23 June 1969, Mr. McCone wrote Walt Rostow of the 
Lyndon 8. Johnson Library as follows: 


"Fortunately, Walt Elder, who was my Executive Officer 
and indispensable right arm during the four years I was 
Director of Central Intelligence, is now back at Langley. 

X have released all my papers to him and asked that he 
contact you and meet with you at your convenience to go 
over the papers and release copies of any documents of 
significance to you.* 


“Concurrently with this review, the files are to he 
reorganized as I found them in bad shape, and then made 
available to the Director for future use.* 


During the period 26 August - 5 September 1969, I 
selected and sent to Hr. William E. Jorden 72 memoranda 
for the record covering HcCone's relations with President 
Johnson. A listing was sent to the DCI. 


On 19 August 1970, 4#r. HecCone was interviewed by 
ee the Oral History Projeet at the University 
OF Texas. @ transcript rests with me. On 4 October 1972, 
McCone signed a gift of personal statement form stipulating 
that the material would not be available for another five 
years without McCone's express written authorization. 
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On 26 February 1965, Mr. McCone was interviewed by 
Arthur Schlesinger, Jr. in connection with the oral 
history project of the John F. Kennedy Library. I hold 
the transcript. In 1970, a representative of the project 
contacted McCone about further work. Nothing has been 
heard from them since. coe 


After I finished writing my draft history of the 
MeCone tenure, I notified Mr. MeCone in writing that I had 
completed all the tasks he had set for me and which are 
mentioned in the letter to Walt Rostow. I believe to this 
day that he still thinks there is something dangling, but 
he has not identified the problem to me. 


In any event, his files are now in the archives as 
DCI files. Unless he has a new problem, I believe you 
could tell him that you will consider requests for access 
under Executive Order 11652 just as you would consider 
requests from any qualified researeher for access to any 
of our files. 


May I offer one suggestion? Let me act as broker. 
This will save you all the fun of browsing through McCone's 


files and leave him some right of reclama before you broad- 
cast them. He can yell at me first. 


Yes ii ae eG. Ayr (a7 


No 


\s 
WALTER ELDER 
Chief, CIA History Staff 
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